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Two novels, two young women at the frontiers of sex. Like a series of Penthouse letters penned by

Kathy Acker, Lie with Me recounts a woman's sexual escapades, picking up random men in bars for

a series of increasingly extreme encounters, hoping to understand love from the far side of

sluttiness. In The Way of the Whore, Mira, an introverted Jewish girl obsessed with Jean Genet,

allows herself to be seduced by the sex industry, determined to find meaning in her tormented

relationships with cruel men. Tamara Faith Berger's first two novels have been languishing out of

print. They were scandalous when they were first published; substantially revised and returned to

print, they're just as titillating and troubling now.
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The author has some talent but the preponderance of mistakes and misunderstanding is too great

for me to ignore. This book is best classified as juvenilia. Where or how it fits into ongoing

discussions of feminism, antifeminism, pro porn and antiporn, gender relationships and identity, etc.,

I leave it to you to decide if you read this book.Should you read this book? I think you can find

interest and/or pleasure in reading it, as long as you are aware of a few problems.Despite the

number of times these stories have been edited, revised, and published there is at least one area

that may harm the innocent or underinformed reader. Safe sex is lifesaving. In several stories,

condoms appear and disappear in the same scene progression -- and of course the heroines

sometimes scream for the male to achieve orgasm inside the female. The author simply forgets,



through many iterations of publishing, that sex was safe in one paragraph and then unsafe in the

next. Second, there are sexual positions or acts that absolutely require artificial lubricant -- no one

from porn star to virgin doesn't require lubricant. If, as a few characters do in the stories --and I'm

tempted to say all of them, but I may have lost count -- you attempt this act without plenty of

lubricant, patience and communication, you will, not might, you WILL cause all sorts of bodily

injury.This is a book of fiction. Due to the frequent mistakes and misinformation, I am tempted to say

that this is not an autobiographical account in the strictest sense. Do not try the depicted acts at

home, not without a lot of supplemental sex education.
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